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CHRISTOPH GRAUPNER 1683–1760

Der Herr wird König sein (The Lord Will Be King), GWV 1101/36
Words: Johann Conrad Lichtenberg 1689–1751

D[omi]n[ica] 1. Adv[entus] 1737 

1. Dictum (Tutti) 
The Lord shall be king over all lands. In that day shall there be one Lord, 
and his name one. (Zechariah 14, Verse 9)

2. Recitativo (Basso) 
Who will not bow before his majesty? The kings’ exalted throne, founded and elevated 
by God’s power, their sceptre, their crown, instil the deepest awe in every people. 
Should Zion’s King not be worthy of the same? Indeed, He is the Lord alone. 
He comes to save the world. Rise up, Zion! Prepare yourself to receive Him with joy! 

3. Aria (Basso) 
Bow down, you potentates! Come, you paupers, be advised: 
Zion’s king is ascending the throne. 
He is powerful, He is rich, He helps all people willingly and promptly. Come in reverence 
to kiss Him, fall down on your knees at His feet. He is God, and David’s son.

4. Recitativo 
(Alto) The Lord may come in the form of a servant, – ah, Zion, do not take offence! 
– yet his arm is strong and powerful. He will and can, through His divine power, 
defeat the enemy who is harrying you. 

(Tenore) He may walk humbly, but his gentle mind will bring to you the most noble prize, 
the beautiful blessing of freedom. Rise up, you oppressed people, be joyful! Now is the day 
of salvation, the time of bliss. 

5. Aria (Alto & Tenore) 
Lord, how magnificent is your name, how laudable your rule. 
Hosanna! Great king! Zion reveres you humbly because she knows your mildness. 

6. Recitativo (Basso) 
Say, who is going to be Zion’s king? He becomes a servant, poor in everything, to make 
His servants rich, yeah, to lead them to heavenly greatness. And all that out of His free will: 
Oh miraculous love! Has there ever been a lord among all the potentates who 
gave his people such good advice as this Lord? 

7. Chorale (Tutti) 
Oh, great king, great at all times. How could I ever do enough to spreading out my faith? 
No human heart may ever think of a sufficient gift to give to you! 
 
[7. Verse of the chorale “Herzliebster Jesu, was hast du verbrochen” 
(“Dearest Jesus, what have you done?”) 
Words: Johann Heermann, melody: Johann Crüger]



JOHANN SEBASTIAN BACH 1685–1750

Schwingt freudig euch empor (Rise up joyfully), BWV 36, 
Cantata for the first Sunday of Advent (final version, 1731)
Words: Nos 2, 6, 8 – Martin Luther, Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland 
(Now come, Saviour of the Heathens)
No 4 – Philipp Nicolai, Wie schön leuchtet der Morgenstern 
(How Brightly Beams the Morning Star)

Prima pars – Part One
1. Chorus (Tutti)
Rise up joyfully to the magnificent stars, you tongues who are now cheerful in Zion!
But wait! The sound must not travel far, since the Lord of Splendour Himself is nearing. 

2. Chorale (Soprano, Alto)
Now come, Saviour of the Heathens,
the virgin’s child recognised,
while all the world is marvelling
at such birth that God has ordered for Him.

3. Aria (Tenore)
Love draws its beloved one along with gentle steps. 
Much like a bride, delighted when she sees her groom, 
a heart follows Jesus. 

4. Chorale (Tutti)
Pluck the strings of the cithara
and let sweet music
resound full of joy,
so I may forever, in little Jesus
follow the beautiful bridegroom in never-ending love!
Sing, spring,
rejoice in triumph,
give thanks to the Lord!
Great is the King of honour. 

Secunda pars – Part Two
5. Aria (Basso)
Welcome, precious treasure!
Love and faith are preparing a space
for you within my pure heart,
come dwell in me!

6. Chorale (Tenore)
You who are like the father,
lead us to victory over the flesh,
so your eternal God’s power
may keep sick flesh from us.

7. Aria (Soprano)
Even with muted, weak voices God’s majesty can be revered. 
For as long as the soul is heard in the song, it will be like shouts he can 
hear up in the heavens. 

8. Chorale (Tutti)
Praise be sung to God,
Praise to God, His only son, 
Praise be to God, the Holy Ghost, 
For all eternity!

Christmas Oratorio, BWV 248/1, 
Cheer, rejoice, rise up, praise the days.
Words: Christian Friedrich Henrici (Picander) 1700–1764

4. Bereite dich, Zion (Prepare yourself, Zion) (Alto)
Prepare yourself, Zion, with tender desires, to see 
the fairest, the dearest soon among you!  
The beauty of your cheeks must shine much more brightly today; 
hasten to love the bridegroom most ardently!

English translation: Verboo
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